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Moario Kosik, Conductor
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Smetana : Ma Viast: No.2 “The Moldau” in E Minor
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Tchaikovsky : Piano Concert No.1 in
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Shota Nakano, Piano
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2:00p.m., December 13, 2014({Sat.), at Nova Hall
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Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra

The Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra was founded in 1929 as the first
professional musical ensemble fulfilling the needs of radio broadcasting in
Slovakia. The first conductors already placed particular emphasis on
contemporary Slovak music in their programmes resulting in a close connection
with leading Slovak composers including Alexander Moyzes, Eugen Suchon, Jan
Cikker and others. The original ensemble was gradually enlarged and from 1942,
thanks to Alexander Moyzes, the then director of music at Slovak Radio, regular
symphony concerts were given, broadcast live by Slovak Radio. From 1943 to
1946 the Croatian Kresimir Baranovi¢ was the chief conductor of the orchestra, to
which he made a vital contribution. His successors were L’udovit Rajter, Ladislav
Slovak, Vaclav Jiragek, Otakar Trhlik, Bystrik ReZucha and Ondrej Lenard whose
successful performances and recordings from 1977 to 1990 helped the orchestra
to establish itself as an internationally known concert ensemble. His successor
Rébert Stankovsky continued this work until his unexpected death at the age of
thirty-six. Charles Olivieri-Munroe held the position of chief conductor from 2001 to
2003. Oliver von Dohnanyi was chief conductor of the orchestra in 2006, resigning
in 2007, and regular live concerts have continued under the young Slovak
conductor Mario Kosik.

Through its broadcasts and many recordings the orchestra has also become a
part of concert life abroad, with successful tours to Austria, Italy, Germany, the
Netherlands, France, Bulgaria, Spain, Japan, Great Britain and Malta.
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Shota Nakano, Piano

Shota Nakano was born in Tsukuba in 1984. He began studying the piano at the
age of 5 with Hiroko Edo and Alexander Mndoyants. In 1996 he earned the First
National Prize for elementary school students and the Nomura Prize in the Japan
National Student Music Competition. During a concert at the Japanese Embassy
in Washington his play was highly praised by Leonard Slatkin.

He has played with various orchestras, including NHK Symphony Orchestra,
Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, Yomiuri Symphony Orchestra, New Japan
Philharmonic Orchestra, Lehigh Valley Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra
d'Archiltaliana and Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, under leading conductors
such as Mustislav Rostropovich, Charles Dutoit, Matthias Barmert and Seiji
Ozawa. In the United States he gives numerous recitals, orchestra and radio
concerts of WXQR. Recently, he gave several recitals in major cities in Japan
including Tokyo and Nagoya and performed in the finale concert of the 20th Tokyo
Summer Festival where he performed chamber music including the piano duo with
a Jazz pianist Takashi Matsunaga. In 2009, he got the master’s degree at the
Juilliard School where he studied with Yoheved Kaplinsky.

In 2010, he played “America Remix”, composed by Takashi Yoshimatsu, with
Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra under the baton of Sachio Fujioka as the world
premiere , and appeared in the subscription concert of Japan Century Symphony
Orchestra conducted by Alexander Dmitriev.

In 2011, Shota Nakano appeared with Japan Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra
conducted by Ken-ichiro Kobayashi, Kansai Philharmonic Orchestra with Sachio

Fujioka and appeared in Sendai Classical Music Festival for the first time.

Both of the CDs, "Schumann's piano concerto" and "Manhattan - SHOTA plays
Gershwin", released by Octavia Records, have received honorary prize for the
excellence of recording and the best recording of the month by Record Geijutsu.
In June 2014, he played with NHK Symphony Orchestra conducted by Viadimir
Ashkenazy, the Conductor Laureate of the orchestra. His rich expression and the
transparency of his sound made a quite high reputation by the audiences. The new
CD, "La Valse -Ravel&Corigliano : Piano pieces", including the piano solo version
of La Valse, Jeux d'eau and Gaspard de la Nuit, was released in late June of 2014.
He is a recipient of the 15th Idemitsu Music Prize in 2005.
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Mario Kosik, Conductor

Principal Conductor of the Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra is a musician of international stature, much
respected and admired in his homeland as well as abroad.

Mario Kosik was appointed to the position of Chief Conductor of the Karlovy Vary Symphony Orchestra in
the year 2000. He was selected for this position as first choice among a field of 120 applicants. This position
opened doors for him and he was often invited to guest conduct such important European ensembles as the
Prague Chamber Orchestra, the FOK Symphony Orchestra, the State Philharmonic Orchestra Brno and the
Janacek Philharmonic Orchestra in Ostrava. His cooperation with the Moravian Philharmonic Orchestra
brought him to Japan in 2006 where he toured with them in several triumphal concerts. Prior to assuming his
present position as Conductor of the Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra, Mario Kosik was a regular feature
on the Slovak podiums.

Mario Kosik has appeared as a guest conductor in Germany, Austria, Italy, Spain, Poland, Bulgaria and
Russia as well as in Japan (more than 60 concerts with different orchestras).
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